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Because the territory of today’s Czech Republic was outside the Roman Empire, the country’s towns 
are significantly younger than those situated further south or west. Vienna, Budapest and cities in 
southern Germany were often founded in places of former Roman military camps (which had been 
located in the places of former Celtic settlements). In spite of that, historians date the foundation of 
Prague into at least the 9th century and Prague Castle’s founder is considered to be the Přemyslid 
Duke Bořivoj (grandfather of Wenceslas, the patron saint of the Czech lands).
The legend about the foundation of Prague is connected with the mythic princess Libuše, the founder of 
the Přemyslid dynasty, which ruled Bohemia from the end of the 9th to the beginning of the 14th century 
(it is one of the longest ruling dynasties of the Middle Ages). Libuše was endowed with prophetic abilities. 
According to legend she sent messengers from her seat in Vyšehrad to establish a new settlement on 
Hradčany hillock, where they would meet a man chiselling a doorsill (“práh” in Czech). Accordingly, they 
were to name the new castle Praha (Prague). She prophesied Prague’s glory reaching the stars.
Even though it is only a legend, the connection of the name of Praha with the word práh cannot be 
excluded. A theory says that the name refers to a place with rapids (also called “práh”) in the Vltava, 
whose important ford was guarded by Prague Castle. Another widespread theory says that the word 
Praha was derived from pražit (beat down) because the Hradčany hillock was beaten down by the sun 
or burnt as a result of human activities. 
Because the etymology of the word Praha can’t be proved reliably, some researchers tend to think that 
it is a pre-Slavic word that came from the Celts although their central oppidum was situated on the 
southern edge of today’s Prague. That would mean that we have the Celts to thank not only for the 
Latin name of the Czech territory (Bohemia; according to the Boii) but also for the name of our capital.
The fact that the origin of the name of Praha remains unclear is not important. Prague will still be the 
beautiful golden city of a hundred spires. And we can discuss its name over a glass of beer, which is 
another Celtic invention that took root in Bohemia.


