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Letná Plain (Letenská pláň) is a continuation of the hill on which Prague Castle is situated.  However, 
unlike the hill it is almost not built-up and serves the public as a park. Walking along its southern edge 
you will have wonderful views of the city, but it has not always been like that. 
In the 19th century the tunneling of Letná was considered in order to connect the northern (left) bank 
of the Vltava with internal Prague. The project came to a standstill in the planning stage and it wasn’t 
until 1953 that the Letná Tunnel was made. As a result, the integrity of Letná was preserved while 
Prague 7 and Prague 1 were connected.
The vast area of the plain makes it suitable for large gatherings. While in the interwar period it saw 
the Sokol festivals, during which tens of thousands of gymnasts showed their sets of exercises, during 
Communism there were May Day parades. But Letná also witnessed the largest anti-Communist 
demonstrations at the end of 1989. Since then it has been used for concerts. Performances have been 
given there, for example, by the Rolling Stones or in 1997 by Michael Jackson.
At one of the viewpoints, a statue of Tomáš Garrigue Masaryk, the first president and the founder of 
Czechoslovakia, was supposed to be built but it never happened. Instead, a monument of Joseph Stalin 
was built there. Ironically, it was created by the same sculptors who had planned to make the Masaryk 
statue. It was the biggest monument of its kind in Europe. Fortunately, it was finished only a year 
before the personality cult was revealed, so for most of the time of its existence, its removal, which 
happened in 1962, was discussed. It was a real technical challenge and in the end the blasting of the 
15-metre sculptural group, nicknamed “Queue at the Butcher’s” by the people, took several weeks. 
Later on, a monument commemorating the liberation of Czechoslovakia by the Soviet Army was 
supposed to be built in its place but thanks to the fall of the Communist regime it was never created.
Since 1991 there has been a pendulum, called Time Machine by its author, on the abandoned pedestal. 
It was installed there as part of the General Czechoslovak Exhibition, which took place a hundred years 
after the Centennial Exhibition celebrating the first European industrial exhibition of 1791. Time will 
tell whether the pendulum remains in Letná until the next exhibition in 2091.


