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Břevnov Monastery is an often ignored treasure among Prague’s sights. However, it is one of the oldest 
institutions in the area of Prague because its existence dates back to 14 January 993. The only older 
ones are Prague Castle and (probably) Vyšehrad.
The founders of this first Czech male monastery were the second Prague Bishop, Saint Adalbert, and 
Duke Boleslav II, a nephew of St. Wenceslas. Legend has it that in a dream they were both told by God 
about a place close to Prague where they should build a new monastery. On the next day they were sur-
prised to meet each other in a forest, where a fallen tree obstructed a spring. Suddenly, a deer came to 
the spring but couldn’t drink from it because of the tree. Bishop Vojtěch and Duke Boleslav joined forces 
to roll the tree aside. In memory of this event they called the new monastery Břevnov (“břevno” means 
“beam” or “log”) and a tree log and a forest spring later became parts of the monastery’s coat of arms.
In 1420 the Břevnov Abbey was plundered by the Hussites and it wasn’t until the end of the 17th cen-
tury that the monastery was restored. However, it never became as important as before. 
The monastery had a troubled history in the 20th century as well. Its last but one abbot, Anastáz 
Opasek, was sent to a labour camp by the Communists at the beginning of the 1950s. After that the 
monastery passed to the Ministry of the Interior, which used most of the buildings as archives, and 
there was also a counter-intelligence training centre. In spite of that the parish office continued to work 
to a limited degree although most of the parsons were secret police agents. In 1977 philosopher Jan 
Patočka, one of the first spokesmen of Charter 77, was buried there, having succumbed to exhaustion 
after an endless interrogation by the Communist secret police. His funeral was disrupted by a noisy 
military helicopter circling intentionally above the cemetery.
Nowadays, Břevnov Monastery is, fortunately, owned by the Benedictines again and it has become an 
important cultural centre of Prague 6. Organ music concerts take place in the Baroque St. Margaret’s 
Church and the monastery’s garden offers a quiet place to relax in. There is a gallery in the Baroque 
orangery. So, Břevnov Monastery offers peace and quiet outside the overcrowded centre of Prague, a 
stone’s throw from Prague Castle, without you getting bored. 


