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The Boccaccio dancing hall is the only part of the Grandhotel Bohemia that has been preserved in its 
original form. A newspaper story written shortly after the Grand-Hotel Steiner was opened in 1927 de-
scribes Boccaccio as an intimate and aristocratic hall, which irresistibly tempts you to dance. Yes, that’s 
what it was really like in the golden era of the Boccaccio Bar, as it was also called at that time. In the 1930s 
and 40s the Prague’s cream of society would meet there to indulge in worldly pleasures in the best style.
Although the Boccaccio Hall was built in a neo-Rococo style and is adorned with stucco decoration, gilt 
elements and traditional Czech crystal, in its own time it was a very modern place, deliberately separated 
from the main hotel building so that the hotel guests were not disturbed. 
However, the exuberant parties were put to an end by the social changes connected with the Communists 
seizing power in 1948. Moreover, the hotel was confiscated by the Czechoslovak Communist Party and 
became inaccessible to the public.
The Boccaccio Hall’s fame was briefly revived in the early 1980s thanks to film-makers. They used the 
then somewhat shabby boxes, chipped stucco and smoke-stained chandelier as a perfect set for a film 
called Angel in a Devil’s Body. Since then film-makers have returned a few times.
After the 1989 Velvet Revolution the hotel became private property again and the Boccaccio Hall ac-
quired its old-time glamour after thorough reconstruction. Some original features of the hall, including 
the unique crystal chandelier consisting of 4,000 pieces ground by hand, were successfully preserved.
However, its underground location became fateful during the disastrous flood that struck the whole Bo-
hemia in the late summer of 2002. The Vltava River is quite far away from the hotel, but the hall was 
flooded by sewage system water, which reached about a meter in depth, and the famous dance floor was 
turned into a muddy pool bottom.  
Fortunately, the Boccacio Hall overcame that disaster as well and these days guests can enjoy themselves 
there like in the good old times. Apart from private parties there is a regular music programme, the Mo-
zart Dinner, which is suitable for all age groups. So, you are invited! 


